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Human Rights Campaign Atlanta Recognizes The Armorettes for 
Decades of Service to Those Affected by HIV/AIDS 

 
Award to presented during the 31st Annual HRC Atlanta Gala Dinner & Auction 

 
 
ATLANTA, April, 2018 – The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) Atlanta is excited to announce it will honor 
The Armorettes, an Atlanta-based camp drag organization, with the Leon Allen and Winston Johnson 
Community Leadership Award. HRC will present the award during its 31st Annual Atlanta Gala Dinner 
& Auction on Saturday, May 5, 2018, at the Hyatt Regency Downtown Atlanta. Each year, HRC Atlanta 
recognizes organizations and individuals who have tirelessly worked to advance equality for Atlanta's 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) communities.  
 
For 40 years, The Armorettes have used their captivating and envelope-pushing performances to make a 
statement and an impact in the lives of those living with HIV/AIDS. The group began at The Armory Bar in 
Atlanta, as a response to the rising AIDS epidemic in the late 1970s and early 1980s. The group used 
their drag performances as their way to raise money for friends who were sick and dying from AIDS. Over 
the last 40 years, The Armorettes have raised over $2.2 million dollars through their performances and 
appearances, all of which has been distributed directly those who need it most.  
 
“The Armorettes have remained legends and leaders in Atlanta’s LGBTQ community by raising 
awareness and demonstrating compassion and care for people living with HIV/AIDS. What began as a 
drag show to raise money for their friends has become an Atlanta institution and a solid platform for 
HIV/AIDS advocacy,” said Matt Garrett, a member of HRC’s Board of Directors. “The Armorettes have 
changed countless lives due to their dedication and we are proud to honor them with this award for their 
continued work to help those living with HIV/AIDS.” 
 
About the Leon Allen & Winston Johnson Community Leadership Award 
Leon Allen and Winston Johnson were two of the original committee members for the first and second 
HRC dinners in Atlanta. As longtime civic rights activists, they became close friends with Coretta Scott 
King, and helped her use her high public profile to advocate for the rights of LGBTQ people. Because of 
their efforts, Mrs. King became the keynote speaker at the HRC dinner in New York City in 1986 and one 
of the LGBTQ community’s strongest allies until her death. 
 
Leon and Winston were together for 42 years until Leon’s death in February 2006, two weeks after Mrs. 
King’s passing. 

The Human Rights Campaign Atlanta Steering Committee presents this award each year to the individual 
or group who offers distinguished service and leadership to the gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and 
queer (LGBTQ) communities. This award recognizes the outstanding efforts of those who dedicate not 
only substantial time and energy, but also spirit and wholehearted commitment to advance the fight for 
our civil rights.  
 
About the HRC Atlanta Gala Dinner & Auction 



Since 1987, The Atlanta Gala Dinner & Auction has grown to be one of the largest fundraisers in the 
country for the Human Rights Campaign. The event includes a silent auction, followed by a black-tie 
dinner that celebrates excellence in the LGBTQ movement and the future of the Human Rights 
Campaign.  
 
The theme for the 31st HRC Atlanta Gala Dinner & Auction is “Impossible to Ignore” and it reflects the 
reality that our diverse LGBTQ and ally community is fully engaged in the fight for equality. It places 
importance on speaking out, being visible, standing up and standing together as we face adversity, 
hostile legislation and a threatening presidential administration. The theme serves as a reminder that our 
voices will not fade. For more information, visit www.hrcatlanta.com. 
 
About the Human Rights Campaign  
The Human Rights Campaign is America’s largest civil rights organization working to achieve lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and queer equality. By inspiring and engaging all Americans, HRC strives to 
end discrimination against LGBTQ citizens and realize a nation that achieves fundamental fairness and 
equality for all.  
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