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Human Rights Campaign Atlanta Announces Georgia Alliance for 
Social Justice as Recipient of 2019 Leon Allen and Winston Johnson 

Community Leadership Award 
 

Award to be presented during the 32nd Annual HRC Atlanta Gala Dinner and Auction 
 
 
ATLANTA, April 23, 2019 – The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) Atlanta announced it will honor the 
Georgia Alliance for Social Justice with the Leon Allen and Winston Johnson Community Leadership 
Award. HRC will present the award during its 32nd annual Atlanta Gala Dinner and Auction on Saturday, 
May 4, 2019, at the Hyatt Regency Downtown Atlanta. Each year, HRC Atlanta recognizes organizations 
and individuals who have tirelessly worked to advance equality for Atlanta's lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer (LGBTQ) communities.  
 
The Georgia Alliance for Social Justice (GAFSJ) unites and mobilizes to fight against discrimination.  The 
GAFSJ organized the 2017 Atlanta March for Social Justice and Women drawing more than 60,000 
participants. Since its launch in 2017, the GAFSJ has been a leading voice in pushing for the rights of 
marginalized communities. GAFSJ has partnered with other social justice organizations, including the 
ACLU of Georgia, Planned Parenthood, and Black Lives Matter among others,  to work together towards 
equality for all. In 2018, GAFSJ launched the voting initiative Power to the Polls in an effort to increase 
new voter registration and mobilize underrepresented communities.  
 
“The Georgia Alliance for Social Justice has worked diligently to build coalitions across many 
communities to organize the voices of underrepresented Georgians. They have led marches and rallies to 
resist actions from the current administration and fought for the civil rights of women, people of color, 
immigrants, LGBTQ people, and many others,” said Charlie Frew, Vice Chair of the HRC Foundation 
Board of Directors and Executive Director of Jerusalem House. “The Georgia Alliance for Social Justice 
continues to be a leader for progress, advocacy, and change. We are proud to honor them with this 
award.” 
 
About the Leon Allen and Winston Johnson Community Leadership Award 
Named for Leon Allen and Winston Johnson, the founders of the HRC Atlanta Dinner, the Human Rights 
Campaign Atlanta Steering Committee presents this award each year to the individual or group who offers 
distinguished service and leadership to the gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) 



communities. This award recognizes the outstanding efforts of those who dedicate not only substantial 
time and energy, but also spirit and wholehearted commitment to advance the fight for our civil rights.  
 
About the HRC Atlanta Gala Dinner and Auction 
Since 1987, the HRC Atlanta Gala Dinner and Auction has grown to be one of the largest fundraisers in 
the country for the Human Rights Campaign. The event includes a silent auction, followed by a black-tie 
dinner that celebrates excellence in the LGBTQ movement and the future of the Human Rights 
Campaign.  
 
Under the theme “FORWARD,” the 32nd gathering honors the courageous legacy of those who have 
propelled the movement for LGBTQ equality.  FORWARD also celebrates our evolving movement of 
resistors and allies who lean into our intersectionality and fight for equality across multiple identities.  The 
theme serves as a reminder that we cannot afford to take one step backward.  We must move 
FORWARD.  For more information, visit www.hrcatlanta.com. 
 
About the Human Rights Campaign  
The Human Rights Campaign is America’s largest civil rights organization working to achieve lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and queer equality. By inspiring and engaging all Americans, HRC strives to 
end discrimination against LGBTQ citizens and realize a nation that achieves fundamental fairness and 
equality for all.  
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