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Human Rights Campaign Atlanta Announces Daniel Driffin as 
Recipient of 2019 Dan Bradley Humanitarian Award 

 
Award to be presented during the 32nd Annual HRC Atlanta Gala Dinner and Auction 

 
 
ATLANTA, April 23, 2019 – The Human Rights Campaign (HRC) Atlanta will honor Daniel Driffin with the 
Dan Bradley Humanitarian Award during the 32nd Annual Atlanta Gala, Dinner and Auction on Saturday, 
May 4, 2019, at the Hyatt Regency Downtown Atlanta. Each year, HRC Atlanta recognizes organizations 
and individuals who have tirelessly worked to advance equality for Atlanta’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and queer (LGBTQ) communities. 
 
Daniel Driffin co-founded THRIVE Support Services, Inc. (THRIVE SS, Inc.), a patient advocacy and 
support network offering resources for people of color living with HIV to achieve health equity. THRIVE 
SS offers people of color living with HIV resources to seek treatment while building a local community for 
support. Since its initial founding in 2015, THRIVE SS now offers support services in Atlanta, Nashville, 
Oakland and Washington DC. 
 
Additionally, Driffin was selected to speak at the 2016 Democratic National Convention, making him the 
first openly gay speaker living with HIV in 16 years. The National Black Justice Coalition recognized 
Driffin as one of the 100 LGBTQ Emerging Leaders to Watch, and he received the Allen Thornell 
Advancement Award for his work. In addition to his role as a co-founder of the Young Black Gay Men’s 
Leadership Initiative, Driffin also served on the Fulton County Task Force on HIV/ AIDS. 
 
“HRC Atlanta applauds Mr. Driffin’s dedication and positive impact to the local LGBTQ community,” said 
Matt Garrett, a member of HRC’s Board of Directors. “Atlanta ranks fourth among U.S. cities in new HIV 
diagnoses within certain populations. Black and Latinx men experience higher cases of HIV diagnoses 
than their white counterparts, have less access to resources, and have increased barriers to care. This 
proves a vital need for THRIVE SS’s outreach programs and the importance of Mr. Driffin’s work. We are 
proud to honor Mr. Driffin with this award” 
  
About the Dan Bradley Humanitarian Award 
Named for one of the founders of Human Rights Campaign Fund in 1980, the award is bestowed upon an 
individual or group who continues Dan Bradley’s tradition of activism and service to the LGBTQ 



community. The late Dan Bradley distinguished himself throughout his career as a courageous champion 
of civil rights. As president of the Legal Services Corporation, Dan was the highest-ranking Presidential 
appointee ever to acknowledge his homosexuality. That act of bravery set the stage for an impressive 
string of national media appearances and Dan’s activism on the boards of many national and local 
organizations. Dan was the inspiration behind the historic June 1, 1987 demonstration at the White House 
and proudly led 64 gay and lesbian leaders to jail in a symbolic act of civil disobedience.  
 
About the HRC Atlanta Gala Dinner and Auction 
Since 1987, the HRC Atlanta Gala Dinner and Auction has grown to be one of the largest fundraisers in 
the country for the Human Rights Campaign. The event includes a silent auction, followed by a black-tie 
dinner that celebrates excellence in the LGBTQ movement and the future of the Human Rights 
Campaign.  
 
Under the theme “FORWARD,” the 32nd gathering honors the courageous legacy of those who have 
propelled the movement for LGBTQ equality.  FORWARD also celebrates our evolving movement of 
resistors and allies who lean into our intersectionality and fight for equality across multiple identities.  The 
theme serves as a reminder that we cannot afford to take one step backward.  We must move 
FORWARD.  For more information, visit www.hrcatlanta.com. 
 
About the Human Rights Campaign  
The Human Rights Campaign is America’s largest civil rights organization working to achieve lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and queer equality. By inspiring and engaging all Americans, HRC strives to 
end discrimination against LGBTQ citizens and realize a nation that achieves fundamental fairness and 
equality for all.  
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